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MR. ROBERT JONES, OF FLEET'S BAY, NORTHUMBER- 
LAND COUNTY, AND SOME OF HIS DESCENDANTS. 

By Mrs. O. A. Keach, Wichita, Kansas. 

These notes of prominent early Northumberland Co. families 
are assembled because of their value to genealogical students. 
Many interesting probabilities offer themselvs, and perhaps the 
discovery of private records may supplement what the county 
records fail to make clear. Every suggestion not supported by 
positive proof has been given very careful study from all sources 
of circumstantial evidence open to the writer. 

There were four prominent families of Joneses in Northum- 
berland Co. My first record is of Thos. Jones, mentioned Sept. 
20, 1652, as a headright of Mr. Richard Turney. 

Among the patents issued by the Royal Gov 1 was one to 
a Thos. Jones Aug. 6, 1655, for 400 a. of land on the n. side of 
the James river, and an abstract from the will of Wm. Thomas 
Jan. 2, 1656 (Va. Hist. Mag.) recites that a legacy was left "To 
Thos. Jones here in Va., also to Sarah Jones, late wife of Richard 
Jones." These references to Thos. Jones are mentioned merely 
as interesting possibilities for his future historian. The Northum- 
berland Co. Thos. Jones died before May 16, 1694, as his will 
was probated at that time by Mr. Edward Fielding, one of the 
executors, who afterwards evidently married his "relict," Hannah 
Jones. Further notes of Thos. Jones and his descendants will 
be given in a later article. 

The Lancaster Co. Court on Oct. 6, 1652, granted a certifi- 
cate of land to Mr. David Fox for the transportation of six 
persons. Among them was Hugh Jones. At about the same 
date Mr. Lawrence Dameron, of Wicomico Par., North'd Co., 
transported Jeane Jones. In the Order Book, 1678-98, is a 
record of Jeane Jones, relict of Hugh Jones. St. Stephen's 
Parish Register records the birth of five children to Hugh Jones, 
John, b. April 13, 1662; Roger, b. Feb. 14, 1671 ; Elinor, b. 
Aug. 12, 1674; Mary, b. Aug. 3, 1676; Eliz., b. Feb. 15, 167—. 
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The many references in the Order Books at Heathsville, 
would make it appear that Robert, Hugh, and Thomas Jones 
were brothers. (And it is interesting to note that Heathsville, 
the county seat of Northumberland Co., derives its name from 
John Heath, a great-great grandson of Robert Jones.) 

Robert and Thomas Jones were both prominent in the early 
life of the colony, and left numerous descendants. Closely related 
to the older Joneses were Hewes, Cossens, Jaunceys, Lamberts, 
Claughtons, Fieldings, Haynes and Ironmongers. 

My first mention of Robert Jones in North'd Co. records is in 
July, 1660. His business seemed to demand frequent absences 
from home and his wife Martha transacted his affairs with des- 
patch and ability. In fact, Martha Jones shows in the records 
as an example of the strong, competent gentlewoman, who bore 
heroic share in the successful shaping of colonial life. The 
writer has not sufficient data to attempt a conjecture of her 
origin, but two records containing the name of Martha Jones 
are herewith introduced as a matter of interest. In the Va. 
Historical Mag., July, 1905, p. 53, is given an abstract of the 
will of Daniel Lluellen, of Chelmsford, Essex planter, dated 
Feb. 6. 1663, in which his dau. Martha Jones is given 2 servants. 
His wife Anne, and dau. Mary Deerington, widow, are also men- 
tioned. James Jauncey is named an executor, and this gives 
some significance to the will as future records will make evident. 

It will be remembered by those familiar with Hayden's Gen- 
ealogies, that Martha and Mary Jones, daus. of Hannah Ball, 
are mentioned among the headrights of Col. Wm. Ball, when 
he is granted certificate for land April 17, 1667. In the North'd 
Co. Court Mch. 19, 1672, an order was made for Mr. Robert 
Jones to pay over to Col. Wm. Ball 1524 pounds of tobacco, and 
after the death of Robert Jones Col. Wm. Ball got judgment 
against his estate for that amount. 

The will of Daniel Lluellen was dated 1663 with James 
Jauncey as an executor. In Order Book 1666 to 78 North'd Co. 
Mrs. Martha Jones brought suit against Mr. Wm. Jauncey. In 
this same Order Book Mr. Wm. Jauncey is set down as the 
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brother-in-law of Mr. John Cossens, and Mary Cossens was 
witness to the will of Daniel Holland. 

Two or three items from these early books, bearing on the 
later history of the family, will be mentioned here. On page 
21, O. B. 1666-72, is recorded a deed of gift from Martha Jones 
to Robert Atkins, son of John Atkins and on p. 33 of this same 
book, Robert Jones is designated bro-in-law of Wm. Ironmonger. 

Another note for future reference is that the will of Robert 

Francis devises a legacy to Mary Jones and Susan, wife of 

Hughes. This name was variously spelled in the court records — 
Hughes, Hewes, and Hues. 

Susan Hughes was probably the wife of Jonathan Hughes. 

One of Mr. Lothrop Withington's "Gleanings," in a recent 
William and Mary Quarterly doubtless refers to Robert 
Jones of Fleet's Bay, though he may not have lived in Northum- 
berland at this time. 

"10th May, 1656, Robert Jones, Englishman, factor in Va. 
landed at Dover the 4th of the present month, out of the Wm. & 
John, . . . come to London on ye 9th and lodgeth at ye 
house of Evan Prichards at ye red Lyon . . . and saith 
yt haveing brought a quantitie of Tobacco over with him his busi- 
ness is to make sale of the same and to employ himself in his 
affairs relating to Va." 

Prichard is a well known name both in Lancaster and North- 
umberland Co. and will later be mentioned in connection with the 
second generation of Jones. 

In Dec, 1662, Robert Jones made a deed to John Williams, 
planter, for 500 acres of land on the S. side of the Potomac 
river . . . near Machoatique Creeke, which had been as- 
signed to him the last day of July, 1660. The release of dower 
rights was authorized by Martha Jones, wife of Robert, through 
her atty, Mr. Thos. Hobson. 

The next record is of considerable historical value, as an ori- 
ginal deed from the "Wickocomico Indians." 

Whereas it was ordered the sixt day of Aug. last past by the 
Commissioners appoynted for the Indian affairs That Robert 
Jones by the consent of the Wickocomico Indians should enjoy 
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the necke of Land where here dwelleth, extending up alonge the 
northernmost branche to the glade, in consideracons of 12 moch- 
coats to bee paid at the arrivall of the second shipp, now these 
presents witness that we the greate men of Wickocomico Indian 
Towne doe acknowledge to have received the sd consideracons 
in the presence of Col. John Carter and therefore doe hereby 
bargain and sell the sd land with all its apportunances to the sd 
Robt Jones, his heyres and assignes forever And alsoe doe hereby 
authorise Mr. Thos. Hobson in our names and as our attorney to 
acknowledge this in court 

Witness our hands this i7 nth of Nov. 1662 
Witness. John Carter Orasonay X 

Geo Seaborne Chistecuttewaws X 

John Carter Tatemenony X 

In the same year 1662 Richard Fielding, of Bristol, merchant 
gave "Robert Jones of Great Wiconico" power of atty to transact 
business for him in Va. 

There are numerous references to Mr. Robert Jones in the 
county books, but on account of limited space we must omit all 
except those most important. 

In 1669, Oct. 5, Mr. Robert Jones added 200 acres to his 
holdings by reason of four headrights, among them " a Dutch- 
man taken from him by the Dutch Fleet." 

On May 20, 1670, Mr. Robert Jones, Gent., was sworn high- 
sheriff with Mr. Wm. Carney, sub. sheriff. A little later he was 
empowered to pay Capt. Thos. Brereton ... for work done 
on the new court house. 

The sheriff evidently gave some hours to relaxation from his 
duties, for in Nov. he and Mr. Sam'l Bayley had a "difference" 
in relation "to the ground the Horses were to run the race over 
for 2000 pds. of tobacco." 

Mch. 28, 1671, Mr. Robert Jones brough suit against Capt. 
Jno. Lee for a Stone horse. 

On June 19th Mr. Robert Jones was appointed to take the 
"list of tythables" for the lower part of the Co. and on Oct. 
16th he was sworn a Justice of the Co. which office he filled 
for several years. 
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May 21, 1673, Mr. Robert Jones and Mr. Francis Lee were 
appointed to audit the accounts between Lt.-Col. John Carter 
and Thos. Griffin, miller. 

On Feb. 3, 1674, Probate was granted Lt. Col. John Carter 
executor of the will of Mr. Jno. Cossens. An inventory of 
Mr. Cossen's estate was presented by Col. Carter and the Court 
empowered Mr. Robt. Jones to take the oath of sd. Carter con- 
cerning same. 

Mr. John Owens presented a bill against Mr. Cossens' estate 
for preaching the funeral sermon. The next year Mr. Robert 
Jones was appointed administrator of the estate of the Rev. John 
Owen, dec'd. 

Nov. 7, 1675, Mr. Jno. Gaylard having in Court used offen- 
sive language to Mr. Robert Jones, one of the members of the 
Court, gave a bond for good behavior. In Dec. Mr. Jones was 
appointed administrator of the estate of Mr. Thos. Lambert, 
with Thos. Winter sec. Thomas Lambert was also related to 
the family in some way. 

Mr. Robert Jones died in 1676. His will was probated Mch. 
1st, and Mrs. Martha Jones exc'rx was granted a commission of 
administration on the estate of her dec'd husband. Her securities 
were Col. St. Leger Codd and Mr. Jno Harris. The appraisers 
appointed at her request were Col. St. Leger Codd, Mr. John 
Haynie, Maj. Thos. Brereton and Mr. Edward Porteus. 

On July 4, 1676, Mr. Wm. Ball presented an account against 
the estate for bill Dated Dec. 29, 1675. Mr. Francis and Hancock 
Lee also presented accounts and Mrs ; Martha Jones was awarded 
an attachment against the estate of Corderoy Ironmonger. 

July 19, 1677, sne brought suit against Mr. Wnu Jauncey for 
1043 pounds of tobacco and that same year was exec'rx of the will 
of Robert Hughes. 

On Nov. 22, 1677, Mr. Wm. Jones, the eldest son of Robt. 
Jones made oath that Chas. Morgan was indebted to Mrs. Martha 
Jones. 

A month later Dec. 20, 1677, the will of Mrs. Martha 
Jones was proved by Mrs. Elizabeth Haynes or Haines and by 
a note from Mr. Thos. Haines, of Lancaster Co. Elizabeth 
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Haines was probably the eldest dau. of Robert and Martha 
Jones. 

In April, 1678, the court appointed Wm. Jones administrator 
of the estate as follows : "Whereas Mrs. Martha Jones adminis- 
tratrix of Mr. Robert Jones lately dec'd left an estate with many 
children and by reason of the minority of most of the sd chil- 
dren the Court orders that Mr. Wm. Jones the eldest son take 
the said estate in his hands and manage same for the benefit of 
his brothers and sisters and give an account thereof when thereto 
required." 

From the various evidences it would seem that the first genera- 
tion of Jones in Northumberland Co. were I. Robert, II. Hugh, 
III. Thomas, IV. wife of Wm. Ironmonger, V. wife of John 
Atkins, VI. wife of Thos. Lambert, VII. Susan Hewes, wife 
of Jonathan Hewes. 

Mrs. Martha Jones and Mary Cossens, wife of Jno. Cossens 
may have been sisters. Mr. Jno. Cossens was bro-in-law to Mr. 
Wm. Jauncey. The will of Mr. Robert Jones was first probated 
Mch. 1, 1676, and was burned in the fire of 1710. It was quite 
fully quoted as evidence in a lawsuit in 1709, and finally recorded 
again by Mr. Richard Lee on Nov. 19, 1718. 

The will of Mr. Robert Jones of Fleets Bay, Northumberland 
Co., Va. Probated first Mch. 1, 1676, burned with other county 
records in 1710, and again presented for record by Mr. Richard 
Lee Nov. 19, 1718. 

In the name of God Amen ... the 14 th 1675. I Robert 

Jones in Fleets Bay &c. . . First I will and bequeath to 

my son Wm. Jones all my land from the branch to the 

plumb tree swamp and below it to the outmost bounds 

land & to his heirs and assigns forever. 

Item. I will and bequeth to my Sam'l Jones all my 

land from the afores'd Beach Branch ditch cast about 

the glade & the fences thereto belonging which joynes to 

swamp by the house of my cozen (nephew) Robert Hues (Hewes, 
Hughes) with all the glade opposite to him and to his heirs 
and assigns forever. 
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Item. I will and bequeath to my son Robert Jones all the 
rest of my land as far as the mill path up the Hills— all the 
glade that is ditched in, and the old plantation whereon I live, 
the plantation of my cozen Robert Hues and to his heirs and 
assigns forever. 

Item. Whereas my son Maurice Jones have a competent seat 
of land given to him by his godfather Mr. John Cosscns, my 

will and grant to him is that if any his aforesd brothers 

shall happen to die before they come to full age or without 
issue male then that divident of land belonging to his dec'd 
brother to belong to my son Maurice Jones and to his heirs 
and assigns forever. 

Items. My will and pleasure is that if any of the other sons 
happen to die before they come of full age or without issue 
male then that divident of land to be vallewed in tobacco and 
every child, sons and daughters to have equal shares and the 
land being equally shared among my sons and the sons paying 
the daus. their equal share in tobacco. 

Item. My will and pleasure is that if my 3 eldest sons shall 
live until they come of full age and enjoy their land, till my son 
Maurice Jones comes of age, that then his eldest bros Wm., Sam- 
uel, and Robert Jones pay unto their brother Maurice Jones 1 5000 
pounds of good merchantable tobacco convenient for him by equal 
portions. 

Item. I will and bequeath to my cozen Jno Jones 1 young 
mare and 1 young heifer of 2 years old with their increase for- 
ever, with privelege of having good ground & housing sufficient 
for 2 servants for corn and tobacco at his choice upon any 3 
dividents of land bequeathed to my three sons, Wm., Samuel and 
Robert Jones. I also give him 1 servant boy about 15 or 16 
years of age to be paid him within one year after my decease 
provided it be shipping time and in case of his decease without 
issue to return to my own children. 

Item. As to the land on the other side of the mill path run- 
ning towards Peewanrs (?) Paplor & downwards the branches of 
Corotomon my will is that the said land be sold by my executrix 
towards payment of my debts. 
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Item, as to my personal estate of what kind so ever I doe 
hereby will and bequeath to my loving wife Martha Jones & my 
will is that upon the arrival of each child to their full age or day 
of marriage by the consent of their mother, my sd wife Martha 
Jones shall pay to each child in horses, cattle and other Va. 
estate to the vallew of 7000 pounds of tobacco & 3000 pds tobacco 
in new furniture for a room and other necessarys. Always pro- 
vided that in case their mother shall be incapacitated exactly to 
perform it, that then neither of my children shall sue or molest 
their mother for the same if she continues still in her widow- 
hood, but forbear her till she be better able and upon the arrival 
of each of my sons to their full age, they to the best of their 
knowledge & power assist their mother in managing the estate 
and in case their mother dye, then as they come of age to have 
equal power with the overseers in managing the estate. Lastly 
I doe hereby ordain and appoint my sd loving wife Martha Jones 
executrix of this my last will and testament and my loving 
friends Mr. Thomas Haynes & Mr. Geo. Flowe — (Flowers) to be 
overseers of the same. 

Robert Jones ye seal 
Wit. Benj. Doggitt 

Matthew Burrowes. 



Then the children of (1) Mr. Robert Jones and his wife 
Martha were from will. 

2 William, 3 Samuel, 4 Robert, 5 Maurice. 

From county record 6 Mary the wife of Mr. Geo. Wale (of 
Lancaster). 

From other evidences it would seem that 7 Elizabeth wife of 
Mr. Thos. Haynes, 8 Margaret wife of Christopher Garlington 
9 Frances wife of Erasmus Withers and 2nd Mr. Jno. Curtis 
were daughters. 

The Carters, Lysters, Lees, Hobsons, Fitzhughs, Coutanceaus 
were intimately associated with this branch of the Jones family, 
but the Northumberland Co. records fail to clear up these rela- 
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tionships. Later records would make it appear that John Jones, 
"Cozen" of Robert Jones, was a son of Thos. Jones, whose widow 
Hannah m. Richard Fielding. 

Some scattered notes of the Hughes or Hewes family may be 
of interest. Order Book, 1666 to 78, Mary Jones and Susan wife 
of Hughes, legatees of Robert Francis deed. 

1671 May 30, Thos. Heckman vs. Johnathan Hewes. 1671 
Nov. 15, Robt. Hewes adm. of the estate of Robert Francis deed. 
1674 Richard Hewes app. appraiser. 

1676, May 17, Will of Robert Hughes, John Jones wit. 
1677, Mrs. Martha Jones mentioned as executrix of Robert 
Hughes. April 7, 1677, will of Thos. Hughes proved by Thos. 
Ashley & Geo. Pickering. Dec. 20, 1683, Geo. Hambleton to 
have estate of Geo. Hughes minor. 

1685, Thos. Hughes being of age petitions for land demised 
to him by father's will, Mr. John Hughes. Capt. John Haynie 
one of Judges. 

1697, Richard Hewes vs. Raleigh Travers. 

1703, Sept. 16, Richard Hewes judgment vs. Wm. Jones. 
This was Capt Richard Hewes, who m. Mary Ball, grand- 
mother of Geo. Washington. 

1 718, Aug. 22, Mrs. Mary Hewes, widow of Capt Richard 
vs. Richard Jones, & also 1719, June 17, Mrs. Mary Hewes vs. 
Richard Jones. 

In his will Capt. Richard Hewes provided generously for his 
stepchildren. 

In a short time after becoming administrator of his father's 
estate, that is, Aug. 21, 1678, Mr. Wm. Jones paid to his sister 
Mary, wife of Mr. Geo. Wale, a Justice of Lancaster Co., her 
part of the estate of Robert Jones. 

On Oct. 17, Thos. Hobson sued Wm. Jones for 5813 pounds 
of tobacco, and as he instituted various suits against the estate 
for several years, it raises the query if he did not also marry 
one of the daus. of Robert Jones. 

On Aug. 19, 1680, Mr. Wm. Jones was appointed constable 
of the lower part of the county sometimes called Lee's Parish. 
This was his initiative into "official life." 
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June 15, 1681, the nuncupative will of Mr. Erasmus Withers 
was presented by his widow Frances, to which Win. Jones was a 
witness. Frances Withers was related to him in some way as 
after events proved. In North'd Co. two or three relatives were 
usually included among the appraisers of an estate by the peti- 
tion of the widow. On the list for the appraisement of the 
Withers estate were Mr. John Harris, Mr. Jno. Eustace, Mr. Wm. 
Jones & Mr. Thos. Waddy. 

On Dec. 6, 1682, he first appears as Capt. Wm. Jones. 

In 1685 Capt. Wm. Jones & Mr. Jno. 2 Eustace (Capt. Wm. 1 
who had m. Sarah Jauncey) sued Mr. Jno. Curtis who had m. 
Frances, the widow of Erasmus Withers. This suit was con- 
tinued thro several terms of court. 

In 1686 Capt. Jones entered Mr. Richard Haynie his attorney. 

On Mch. 19, 1691, Mr. Jno. Coutanceau began suit against 
Capt. Jones, which lasted over a long period. 

May 19, 1692, the list of tithables of the lower part of Lee 
Parish were orderd brought by Capt. Wm. ^ones. On Nov. 16, 
in the Co. Levy of the same year he was allowed tobacco for 
"colours and leading staffe." 

From this period on Capt. Jones and Mr. Jno. Turberville 
were frequently associated. 

In the County Levy Dec. 21, 1693, Burgess charges! were 
allowed the following: Mr. Richard Rogers, Mr. Richard Flynt, 
Capt. Wm. Lee, Mr. Cuthbert Span, Mr. Jno. Downing & Capt. 
Wm. Jones. 

Mch. 21, 1694, the three brothers Capt. Wm. Jones, Sam'l 
and Robert, united in a suit against Mr. Jno. Eustace for tres- 
passing. 

On July 21, 1697, Capt. Jones was sworn High Sheriff. 

Sam'l Jones died Oct., 1697 without male issue, and a few 
months after, Capt. Wm. Jones was appointed administrator of 
his dec'd bro. and petitioned the court to appoint as appraisers 
Hancock Lee, Chas. Lee, Jno. Curtis, Thos. Curtis and James 
Haynes. 
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Feb., 1698, for the first time Morris Jones appears in the 
records entering Mr. Chas. Harris his atty, and petitioning that 
noe administration be granted on the estate of Mr. Sam'l Jones 
until reasons could be assigned. 

It is possible that Morris Jones had lived in some other 
county. Mr. Jno. Cossens had given him "a competent seat of 
land" of which no trace has been found in North'd Co. 

The death of Sam'l Jones without male issue was the occa- 
sion of a redistribution of Mr. Robert Jones' estate, and Capt. 
Wm. 2 Jones as administrator was made party to numerous suits, 
which with further investigation may determine the complex 
relationships of this numerous family. At this time it is pos- 
sible to merely give the court records. 

1699, April 20, Wm. Lambert vs. Capt. Jones. 

June 22, Robert Roebuck vs. Capt. Jones, exc. Sam'l 

Jones. 
June 23, Richard Pemberton vs. Wm. Jones. 

Mr. John Turbeville vs William Jones. 

On July 19, 1699, Capt. Wm. Jones was sworn a Justice. On 
the same day he became security for Robert Roebuck on a bond 
to Capt. Wm. Lister. 

1699, Aug. 18, Martha Haynes vs. Capt. Wm. Jones. 
Wm Jauncey " " " " 

1699, Sept. 23, Capt Wm. Jones & Col. Wm. Fitzhugh deed to 
Major Rodham Kenner. 

1699, Oct. 18, Mr. Jas. Haynes deed to Capt. Wm. Jones. 

1700, April 18, Capt. Peter Knight atty for Capt. Wm. Jones 
assigns patent for 1200 acres to Thos. Hobson. 

1700, June 19, Col. Wm. Fitzhugh & Capt. Wm. Jones relin- 
quishment of a mortgage to Maj. Wm. Lister, Richard Haynie 
atty. On the same date Capt. Wm. Jones and Margaret, his wife, 
make a deed for 250 acres of land to Maj. Wm. Lister. Mr. 
Robert Jones acknowledges mortgage for 200 acres to Maj Lister, 
and Maj. Lister acknowledges receipt for £200 sterling to Capt. 
Jones. 
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1700, Aug. 16, John Tarpley & Eliz his wife, admix of Wm 
Bruce vs. Capt Wm Jones, adm. of Mr. Sam'l Jones. This suit in 
various form continued for nearly forty years. 

1701, Feb. 22, Morris Jones vs. Capt. Wm. Jones, James 
Haynes, Thos. Gaskins, Thos Pinckard, John Nicklers & his wife 
Eliz. adms, Mrs. Eliz. Pinckard dec'd. 

1701, April 16, Capt. Wm. Jones deed for 592 a. to Mr. Peter 
Coutanceau. 

l 7°2» Vincent Cox of Westmoreland Co. vs Capt Wm Jones. 

1704, Sept. 20, Capt Wm Jones & Margaret his wife by her 
atty Wm Jones Jr. deed for land to Robert Carter, Mr. Hancock 
Lee atty Robt Carter. 

1708, July 23, Deed to land from Peter Coutanceau, & Wm 
Jones Gent, to Robert Carter, Esq. 

On Jan. 19, 1709, the suit of Morris Jones vs Capt Wm Jones, 
adm. of Saml Jones, which had been on the records for nearly 
ten years in some form, was finally tried. The will of Mr. Robert 
Jones "late of this Co," was used in evidence and quoted in the 
findings of the jury which were favorable to Morris Jones. 

1709, June 15, Upon the petition of Andrew Jackson & 
Dorothy, his wife, and Jno. Gresham, exec'rs of Wm. Lister late 
of Lane. Co., Capt Wm. Jones and Mr. Wm. Jones were among 
the appraisers. 

1709, Sept 2i, Harry Beverley of Middlesex Co. vs. Mr. Wm 

Jones, Sr., of Northo'd Co. 
Sept. 22, John Tarpley & Eliz his wife, exectrix of Mr. 
Wm. Bruce vs. Wm. Jones, admr of Sam'l 
Jones. 

1710. Mch. 15, Wm. Jones admitted administrator of his 
deed father, his mother Margaret Jones declining same. 

(To Be Continued.) 



